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What is Alamo Academies?

• A group of five nationally recognized Academies
• 30+ hours of College Dual Credit Program
• Earn college credit attending class at the college
• 2-Year Program
• Multiple degree paths and Industry Certifications
• Comparable to a $12,000 College Scholarship
• Most offer paid summer internships



Free to Students
District provides

• Roundtrip daily transportation from a designated origin
• College tuition
• College textbooks
• Coordination with the Academies

• Attendance
• Grades
• District/College calendar differences

Parent provides
• Encouragement and support
• Assistance with college application



Free to Students
Student provides

• Hard work and dedication
• Ability to prove College Readiness by Spring semester of their 

Sophomore year
• Commitment to a rigorous two-year program of study
• Acceptance of a summer internship (except for the Health Professions Academy)

Employers provide
• College curriculum design support and financial support
• Paid summer internships for students
• Mentoring



What are the Five Academies in 
the Program?
• Aerospace Academy
• Information Technology and Security Academy
• Advanced Technology and Manufacturing Academy
• Heavy Equipment Academy
• Health Professions Academy

Let’s look at each academy in more detail …



Aerospace Academy
at St. Philip’s Southwest Campus

1st Year
• Aviation Science 
• Shop Practice 
• Federal Aviation Regulations 
• Weight & Balance 
• Ground Operations

2nd Year
• Basic Electricity
• Aircraft Composites
• Level I Certificates:

• Aircraft Structures Mechanic 
or

• Aircraft Turbine Mechanic



Information Technology & 
Security Academy at San Antonio College

1st Year
• Introduction to PC 

Operating Systems
• Networking Fundamentals 
• A+ Hardware 
• PC Help Desk Support 

2nd Year
• Linux Installation & 

Configuration 
• Security Fundamentals 
• Computer Programming 
• Beginning Web 

Programming



Advanced Technology & 
Manufacturing Academy
at St. Philip’s Southwest Campus

1st Year
• Technical Calculations
• Precision Tools & 

Measurements
• Print Reading for Machining 

Trade
• Basic Machine Shop

2nd Year
• Pumps, Compressors, & 

Mechanical Drives 
• Fundamentals of Electrical I 
• Introduction for Computer-

Aided Manufacturing (CAM) 
• Robotics



Heavy Equipment Academy
at St. Philip’s Southwest Campus

1st Year
• Diesel Engine I 
• Basic Hydraulics 
• Basic Electrical Systems 
• Preventative Maintenance

2nd Year
• Heating, Ventilation, & Air 

Conditioning 
• Advanced Electrical Systems 
• Advanced Diesel Tune-Up & 

Troubleshooting
• Advanced Hydraulics





Health Professions Academy
at San Antonio College

1st Year
• Human Anatomy & 

Physiology 
• Composition I 
• Human Anatomy & 

Physiology II 
• Composition II

2nd Year
• Microbiology for Allied 

Heath Majors 
• General Psychology 
• Introduction to Ethics
• Lifespan Growth & 

Development
• Medical Terminology 



Not for Everyone …

College Level Experience
and Expectations

A great program with excellent benefits, as a college student at 
Alamo Academies just like any other college there will be challenges 
you must face and sacrifices you may have to make.



A Typical Alamo Academies Day …
Wake up early … catch school bus between 6 am – 6:45 

am. Get to the designated district pickup campus on time

Be in your college classroom no later than 7:25 am

Be prepared with materials and homework

Be engaged and ready to participate in lecture & lab 

Catch your bus @ 10 am to go back to your high school

Be on time for your 3rd period class



A Typical Alamo Academies Day …
College schedule will be different from the high school 

schedule:
 Some days the college will hold classes and the high 

school is off. You still must attend the college classes.
Other days your high school will be holding classes 

and the college will be on holiday. You still must be at 
your HS by 8:40 AM for attendance.

 Spring Break , Christmas, and other typical SCUC ISD 
holidays will not necessarily align with your college 
schedule.

Your college work may interfere with participation in 
some electives.



Keys to Student Success

Good Habits
• Excellent Attendance 
• Study
• Time management
• Must pass with 70 or 

higher
• Classroom engagement
• Meet college level 

expectations

Bad Habits
• Missing more than 3 

classes
• Tardiness
• Not paying attention 
• Not being prepared
• Playing games on the 

PC or your phone in 
class



Why Attend Alamo Academies?

2-Year 
Program of 

Study

30+ hours of 
Dual Credit

Paid 
Internship*

Industry 
Certifications

Classes at 
Alamo 

Colleges

Equal to 
$12,000 

Scholarship



FAQ’s
Is it really tuition free? 

• Yes. Free to parents and students. The tuition, books, and 
transportation costs are paid by the school district.

What if my student misses more than 3 classes due to an 
illness? 

• Students are not allowed to miss more than 10% of the 
contact hours per the course syllabus (usually no more than 2 
to 3 days). Students will be required to contact the 
Academies through the Remind App if they are ill or going to 
miss class.

How many absences or tardies does the Alamo 
Academies allow before they will deny credit? 

• Students are not allowed to miss more than 10% of the 
contact hours per the course syllabus (usually no more than 2 
to 3 days). Students will be required to contact the 
Academies through the Remind App if they are ill or going to 
miss class.



FAQ’s
Are Special Education accommodations and 
modifications available to my student at Alamo 
Academies?

• Yes, students will be required to make an appointment 
with the Disability Resource Center for them to do an 
assessment. The accommodations allowed will be 
emailed to the instructor and might not be the same as 
they receive at the high school.

What if they miss the bus, can I drive them? 
• Yes.

Can they take their own car every day instead? 
• Yes, this is a decision that will need to be made at the 

high school.



FAQ’s
What does the student do at school on those days they 
are not going to the Academy? 

• Students must arrive to the high school campus on time and 
check in for attendance. Student placement on those days is a 
campus decision. Students may be sent to the library for a 
study hall, assigned to work on college applications, resumes, 
and other CCMR activities, function as an Office Aide, or 
other placements as determined by campus administration.

Where do they go at 10:30 when they return to HS 
campus but the high school is on a holiday? 

• The student is released from school at that point and is free 
to return home. Transportation is the responsibility of the 
parent and student. 

Will there be supervision present on those days?
• No supervision will be provided. Students are expected to 

leave the premises upon arrival.



FAQ’s

Where will district transportation pick up my 
student?

• As we get closer to August that will be determined by 
the Transportation department. The time and location 
will depend on the number of students participating and 
the Academies they have chosen. Most likely it will be at 
the student’s home campus though that is subject to 
change. Letters from Transportation will go out to the 
parents in the summer. It is the parent’s responsibility to 
see that their student arrives at the designated pick-up 
location.



FAQ’s

Can my daughter or son still be involved in athletics? 
Band? CTE organizations like FFA or HOSA? 

• Depending on the extra-curricular activity, it is only 
remotely possible. Determination will be on a case by 
case basis. Please check with your activity sponsor. Their 
decision is final.

What happens if we lose a textbook? 
• The same financial responsibility applies as with any 

school-issued property.



FAQ’s

Will these credits transfer to 4-year colleges? If not all 
will, then which ones will? 

• Students will need to send the course curriculum to these 
4-year college advisors to see what transfers. Most/all 
courses articulate to the Associate of Applied Sciences 
(A.A.S.) degrees at Alamo Colleges and Alamo Colleges 
does have articulation agreements with Texas A&M San 
Antonio.

Will these credits transfer to other Alamo Colleges like 
Northeast Lakeview College?

• Yes.



FAQ’s

How does this affect my student’s class rank? 
• Courses through Alamo Academies are not used in factoring 

G.P.A. Therefore, they will not affect class rank either. 
Are these college dual credits weighted for the class rank 
calculations?

• Courses through Alamo Academies are not used in factoring 
G.P.A. 

What happens to my student if they drop out? Will they 
get a W/F or W/P on their transcript?

• If they drop before the last day to withdraw, they will receive 
a “W”. These dates are different for each course. After this 
date, the student’s earned grade will be transcribed to their 
transcript.



FAQ’s
Will school-related absences count against my student’s 
college course? I.E. tennis tournament or CTSO 
conference/competition?

• Students are not allowed to miss more than 10% of the contact 
hours per the course syllabus (usually no more than 2 to 3 
days). Students will need to work with their instructors to see if 
these types of absences will be allowed. We cannot guarantee that 
the student will be allowed to miss class to attend these types of 
events. 

Will the Alamo Academies coordinators assist my student in 
obtaining employment once they complete the program?

• Alamo Academies will inform students of any/all positions open and 
they can apply to be considered for employment.

Will absences due to state testing or campus testing count 
against me in my college course?

• With notice from the district, Alamo Academies will work with the 
college faculty and excuse these absences for any state testing 
dates.



FAQ’s

Can I stay in IB and still attend Alamo Academies?
• Because the I.B. program is very specific in course 

requirements, it may be difficult for a student to be in both 
programs. Please contact Sam Rhodes, our I.B. coordinator at 
SRhodes@scuc.txed.net to get assistance with the I.B. 
diploma program requirements and plan.

Are the Alamo Academies classes used as part of my 14 
allowable dual credit semesters?

• Yes.
Can I be core complete through high school dual credit 
classes and still attend Alamo Academies?

• At the current time, students are allowed to complete 14 
semesters of dual credit through Alamo Colleges which 
includes the courses taken through the Alamo 
Academies. We currently do not offer all courses needed for 
a student to be core complete. 

mailto:SRhodes@scuc.txed.net


Questions?

For additional information …
Alamo Academies website: www.alamoacademies.com
Or contact your school counselor or your high school campus 
College, Career and Military Readiness advisor

Thank you!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We hope that this presentation has given you and your student the answers you need to make an informed decision about the benefits and challenges associated with the Alamo Academies 2-year dual credit program.

http://www.alamoacademies.com/
http://www.alamoacademies.com/
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